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Empty	chairs,	rooms,	houses,	fields,	roads,	etc.	Overall	5	Stars	but	at	times	seems	like	homework	rather	than	fun.Tuchman’s	law	is	now	multiplied	by	a	factor	of	24/7	X	365	with	the	advent	of	talking	heads	on	cable:	(view	spoiler)[	Disaster	is	rarely	as	pervasive	as	it	seems	from	recorded	accounts.	The	final	battle	against	the	Turks	was	emblematic	of
the	entire	period,	hubris	and	the	vanity	of	the	so-called	nobility	is	shattered	on	the	battlefield.	This	has	led	me	to	formulate	Tuchman’s	Law,	as	follows:	“The	fact	of	being	reported	multiplies	the	apparent	extent	of	any	deplorable	development	by	five	to	tenfold”	(or	any	figure	the	reader	would	care	to	use)”	(hide	spoiler)]Illuminating	explanation	of	the
eventual	corruption	of	the	Catholic	Church	in	the	Middle	Ages:(view	spoiler)[	By	Constantine’s	gift,	Christianity	was	both	officially	established	and	fatally	compromised.	or	its	affiliates	Look	around	you,	your	friends,	family,	neighborhood,	school,	town,	state,	country.	With	all	the	battles	and	wars,	you	would	think	the	knights	and	leaders	would	gain
some	expertise	in	going	to	war,	but	they	don’t	seem	to:	(view	spoiler)[	Although	Anjou	had	proclaimed	his	intention	to	“promote	the	fate	of	the	Church	by	the	force	of	chivalry”-that	is,	by	force	of	arms-he	failed	to	exert	that	force	against	Urban.	What	you	see	is	what	happened	in	the	14th	Century	as	the	Black	Death,	war,	brigandage,	famine,	poverty
ravaged	the	population	of	Europe.	After	absorbing	the	news	of	today,	one	expects	to	face	a	world	consisting	entirely	of	strikes,	crimes,	power	failures,	broken	water	mains,	stalled	trains,	school	shutdowns,	muggers,	drug	addicts,	neo-Nazis,	and	rapists.	As	William	Langland	wrote,	When	the	kindness	of	Constantine	gave	Holy	Church	endowments	In
lands	and	leases,	lordships	and	servants,	The	Romans	heard	an	angel	cry	on	high	above	them,	“This	day	dos	ecclesiae	has	drunk	venom	And	all	who	have	Peter’s	power	are	poisoned	forever.”	That	conflict	between	the	reach	for	the	divine	and	the	lure	of	earthly	things	was	to	be	the	central	problem	of	the	Middle	Ages.	Enroute	the	knight	rode	his
palfrey,	high-bred	but	of	quieter	disposition,	while	his	squire	led	the	destrier	at	his	right	hand-hence	its	name,	from	dexter.	Any	person	who	nursed	a	plague	patient	was	to	be	strictly	quarantined	for	ten	days;	priests	were	to	examine	their	parishioners	for	symptoms	and	report	to	a	special	commission	under	pain	of	death	for	failure;	anyone	who
brought	the	disease	into	the	city	was	subject	to	the	death	penalty	and	confiscation	of	property.	a	great	book,	in	a	great	historical	tradition.”—Commentary	A	“marvelous	history”*	of	medieval	Europe,	from	the	bubonic	plague	and	the	Papal	Schism	to	the	Hundred	Years’	War,	by	the	Pulitzer	Prize–winning	author	of	The	Guns	of	August	*Lawrence
Wright,	author	of	The	End	of	October,	in	The	Wall	Street	Journal			The	fourteenth	century	reflects	two	contradictory	images:	on	the	one	hand,	a	glittering	age	of	crusades,	cathedrals,	and	chivalry;	on	the	other,	a	world	plunged	into	chaos	and	spiritual	agony.	a	great	book,	in	a	great	historical	tradition.”—CommentaryNOTE:	This	edition	does	not
include	color	images.	Now	imagine	40-50%	of	them	are	gone	forever.	Reconnoitering	terrain	in	advance	was	not	part	of	medieval	warfare	because	it	was	not	part	of	tournaments.	Battle	was	his	exaltation.	Leaving	the	coast	at	Ancona	to	cross	the	Apennines	early	in	September,	he	bypassed	the	road	to	Rome,	although	a	bold	effort	might	have	taken	the
city	at	this	time.	The	fact	is	that	one	can	come	home	in	the	evening-on	a	lucky	day-without	having	encountered	more	than	one	or	two	of	these	phenomena.	Venice	denied	entry	to	all	ships	suspected	of	carrying	infection,	but	with	the	flea	and	rat	not	yet	implicated,	the	precautions,	though	groping	in	the	right	direction,	failed	to	stop	the	carrier.	Not
always	riveting	reading	but	well	worth	the	effort—it	took	me	over	a	month	to	finally	slog	through.	She	has	done	nothing	finer.”—The	Wall	Street	Journal			“Wise,	witty,	and	wonderful	.	.	(hide	spoiler)]The	idea	of	chivalry	is	much	exaggerated.	“If	I	had	one	foot	already	in	Paradise,”	exclaimed	Garin	li	Loherains,	the	hero	of	a	chanson	de	geste,	“I	would
withdraw	it	to	go	and	fight!”	The	troubadour	Bertrand	de	Born,	himself	a	noble,	was	more	explicit.	Prince	Rupprecht	of	Bavaria,	commander	of	the	Sixth	Army,	urged	General	Ludendorff,	Chief	of	General	Staff,	to	ensure	that	the	castle	of	Coucy	be	spared	as	a	unique	architectural	treasure	of	no	current	military	value.	Highland	brigands,	pulled	by
strings	from	Naples,	attacked	the	baggage	train	and	the	rear	guard	escorting	the	treasure,	with	the	result	that	Anjou	arrived	at	Caserta,	within	a	day’s	march	of	Naples,	very	much	poorer	than	when	he	set	out.	While	it	raged	in	Milan,	Bernabo	ordered	every	victim	to	be	taken	out	of	the	city	and	left	to	die	or	recover	in	the	fields.	...more	A	“marvelous
history”*	of	medieval	Europe,	from	the	bubonic	plague	and	the	Papal	Schism	to	the	Hundred	Years’	War,	by	the	Pulitzer	Prize–winning	author	of	The	Guns	of	August	*Lawrence	Wright,	author	of	The	End	of	October,	in	The	Wall	Street	Journal			The	fourteenth	century	reflects	two	contradictory	images:	on	the	one	hand,	a	glittering	age	of	crusades,
cathedrals,	and	chivalry;	on	the	other,	a	world	plunged	into	chaos	and	spiritual	agony.	Neither	side,	he	pointed	out,	had	attempted	to	use	it	for	military	purposes,	and	its	destruction	“would	only	mean	a	blow	to	our	own	prestige	quite	uselessly.”	Ludendorff	did	not	like	appeals	to	culture.	Coucy	having	been	unwisely	called	to	his	attention,	he	decided	to
make	it	an	example	of	superior	values.	“A	brave	man	mounted	on	a	good	horse,”	it	was	acknowledged,	“can	do	more	in	an	hour	of	fighting	than	ten	or	maybe	one	hundred	could	do	afoot.”	The	destrier	or	war-horse	was	bred	to	be	“strong,	fiery,	swift,	and	faithful”	and	ridden	only	in	combat.	The	claim	of	the	Church	to	spiritual	leadership	could	never	be
made	wholly	credible	to	all	its	communicants	when	it	was	founded	in	material	wealth.	(hide	spoiler)]The	Germans	in	WWI	destroyed	a	great	castle	that	helped	focus	the	story	in	Tuchman’s	book:In	1917	Picardy,	invaded	once	more,	had	been	occupied	for	three	years	by	the	German	army.	I	won’t	attempt	a	detailed	review	of	the	book—there	are	so
many	good	ones	already.	(hide	spoiler)]These	medieval	people	had	a	way	with	words	and	were	not	afraid	of	a	little	sexual	innuendo:(view	spoiler)[	Isabella	could	well	have	listened	to	the	tales	of	Jean	de	Condé,	poet	in	her	lifetime	at	her	mother’s	native	court	in	Hainault.	What	Ms.	Tuchman	does	superbly	is	to	tell	how	it	was.	Just	a	few	excerpts	that	I
found	especially	interesting.	In	this	revelatory	work,	Barbara	W.	His	style	is	illustrated	by	a	story	about	a	game	of	truth-telling	played	at	court	before	a	tournament.	Rammed	with	28	tons	of	explosives	at	his	orders,	the	colossus	raised	by	Enguerrand	III	in	the	age	of	the	greatest	builders	since	Greece	and	Rome	was	dynamited	to	the	ground.	And	when
battle	is	joined,	let	all	men	of	good	lineage	Think	of	naught	but	the	breaking	of	heads	and	arms,	For	it	is	better	to	die	than	be	vanquished	and	live.	For	his	beard	was…little	more	than	the	kind	of	fuzz	that	ladies	have	in	certain	places.”	The	Queen	tells	him	she	does	not	doubt	his	word,	“for	it	is	easy	to	judge	from	the	state	of	the	hay	whether	the
pitchfork	is	any	good.”	In	his	turn,	the	knight	asks,	“Lady,	answer	me	without	deceit.	My	heart	is	filled	with	gladness	when	I	see	Strong	castles	besieged,	stockades	broken	and	overwhelmed,	many	vassals	struck	down,	Horses	of	the	dead	and	wounded	roving	at	random.	So	much	death	and	destruction.	Tuchman	brings	this	world	alive	with	incredible
detail,	following	the	story	of	one	French	nobleman.	No	one	has	ever	done	this	better.”—The	New	York	Review	of	Books			“A	beautiful,	extraordinary	book	.	At	Piacenza,	where	Coucy’s	war	effort	ended,	half	the	population	died,	and	at	Pisa,	where	the	plague	lasted	two	years,	it	was	said	to	have	wiped	out	four	fifths	of	the	children.	This	Century	was
filled	with	bloodthirsty	men	with	only	one	skill:(view	spoiler)[	…knight-chevalier	in	French-meant	the	man	on	horseback.	I	tell	you	I	have	no	such	Joy	as	when	I	hear	the	shout	“On!	On!”	from	both	sides	and	the	neighing	of	riderless	steeds,	And	groans	of	‘‘Help	me!	Help	me!”	And	when	I	see	both	great	and	small	Fall	in	the	ditches	and	on	the	grass	And
see	the	dead	transfixed	by	spear	shafts!	Lords,	mortgage	your	domains,	castles,	cities,	But	never	give	up	war!	Dante	pictured	Bertrand	in	Hell,	carrying	his	severed	head	before	him	as	a	lantern.	In	fulfilling	military	service,	horse	and	knight	were	considered	inseparable;	without	a	mount	the	knight	was	a	mere	man.	(hide	spoiler)]I	thought	Tuchman
was	very	effective	in	explaining	the	Hundred	Years’	War	and	all	the	conflicts	around	the	continent.	Granting	her	subjects	their	loyalties,	treacheries,	and	guilty	passions,	Tuchman	re-creates	the	lives	of	proud	cardinals,	university	scholars,	grocers	and	clerks,	saints	and	mystics,	lawyers	and	mercenaries,	and,	dominating	all,	the	knight—in	all	his	valor
and	“furious	follies,”	a	“terrible	worm	in	an	iron	cocoon.”			Praise	for	A	Distant	Mirror			“Beautifully	written,	careful	and	thorough	in	its	scholarship	.	The	fact	of	being	on	the	record	makes	it	appear	continuous	and	ubiquitous	whereas	it	is	more	likely	to	have	been	sporadic	both	in	time	and	place.	©	1996-2014,	Amazon.com,	Inc.	A	knight,	asked	by	the
Queen	if	he	has	fathered	any	children,	is	forced	to	admit	he	has	not,	and	indeed	he	“did	not	have	the	look	of	a	man	who	could	please	his	mistress	when	he	held	her	naked	in	his	arms.	Agents	had	brought	word	that	Hawkwood’s	White	Company,	promised	for	Urban’s	defense,	had	been	held	back	by	Florence	for	her	own	protection.	Instead,	against	the
advice	of	Amadeo	of	Savoy,	Anjou	took	the	lower	road	for	Naples,	and	as	the	army	passed	through	defiles	and	across	gorges,	between	peaks	“that	touched	the	sky,”	calamity	overtook	them.	The	clash	was	everything.	Is	there	hair	between	your	legs?”	When	she	replies,	“None	at	all,”	he	comments,	“Indeed	I	do	believe	you,	for	grass	does	not	grow	on	a
well-beaten	path.”	(hide	spoiler)]The	third	wave	of	the	Plague	resulted	in	extreme	measures	in	some	places:(view	spoiler)[	With	the	third	advent	of	the	plague,	contagion	was	more	strictly	controlled	if	no	better	understood.	Tuchman	at	the	top	of	her	powers	.	Not	always	riveting	reading	but	well	worth	the	effort—it	took	me	over	a	month	to	final	Look
around	you,	your	friends,	family,	neighborhood,	school,	town,	state,	country.	Tuchman	examines	not	only	the	great	rhythms	of	history	but	the	grain	and	texture	of	domestic	life:	what	childhood	was	like;	what	marriage	meant;	how	money,	taxes,	and	war	dominated	the	lives	of	serf,	noble,	and	clergy	alike.	Besides,	persistence	of	the	normal	is	usually
greater	than	the	effect	of	disturbance,	as	we	know	from	our	own	times.
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